
WATER-BASED PVDF

SANIBEL ISLAND STUDY CASE

Façade Restoration Coating Maintains 
Outstanding Color Retention and Extreme 
Weathering Performance After Eight 
Years of Service in South Florida
Sanibel Island property owner relies on ultra-durable Kynar Aquatec®-based exterior 
coating to reduce maintenance costs and extend service life in harsh coastal climate. 
The Atlantic and Gulf coasts of South Florida are 
home to some of the country’s most impressive 
architecture. They also get hit hardest with se-
vere weather generated by the ocean and its ev-
er-changing tides. Between the hot beating sun, 
salt air, rain and hurricanes, protecting coastal 
buildings against harsh climate conditions with 
high-quality architectural coatings is of vital im-
portance.

Located along the Gulf of Mexico—just a short 
drive from Fort Myers, Florida—Sanibel Island 
is justly famed for its beautiful sunsets, icon-
ic lighthouse and luxurious resorts. It is also an 
area known for its extreme humidity, high tem-
peratures, salty ocean breezes, blowing sand 
and harsh UV conditions that cause architectural 
coatings to fade and degrade more rapidly and 
severely on the exterior of residential and com-
mercial buildings.
 
 

Severe Weathering Issues 
In 2009, a Sanibel Island homeowner decided 
that the appearance of his prized vacation prop-
erty was showing extreme weathering and was 
in dire need of a major facelift. The area’s ag-
gressive salt air, sea spray and humidity caused 
the original white paint on the home to severely 
chalk and degrade, as well as grow mold and 
algae on the shaded, moisture-prone areas. The 
building’s stucco exterior—originally painted with 
a construction-grade paint—was severely faded 
and flat, with no sheen to it at all.

With restoration of the home’s exterior long over-
due, the owner turned to the professional exper-
tise of painting contractor Ron Rooker, who has 
been servicing residential and commercial clients 
in Fort Myers/Sanibel Island for more than three 
decades.

Project:
Sanibel Island Vacation Home

Coating:
Neverfade® Façade Restoration 
Coating

Coating Supplier:
APV Engineered Coatings, Inc.
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Wanted Durable, Long-Lasting 
Protection 
When it came to the selection of a new 
coating system for the exterior restoration, 
the goal was to create a warm, soft yellow 
aesthetic that would provide long-lasting 
color retention and protection against the 
elements, with minimal maintenance. The 
durability of protective coatings is vital to 
extending and maximizing color stability 
and gloss retention of building facades in 
South Florida’s coastal communities. In ad-
dition, reducing the number of repainting 
cycles in these highly aggressive weather-
ing environments has become significant 
in the overall evaluation of life-cycle costs. 

Selected as the topcoat for the residential 
property was NeverFade®, a low-VOC 
façade-restoration coating that comes with 
a 15-year product-and-labor warranty 
for color performance from the manufac-
turer—APV Engineered Coatings. “Low 
maintenance was critical to the property 
owner,” said Rooker. “Because the coating 
system retains color and restricts mildew 
from growing, the home won’t need to 
be pressure-cleaned nearly as often as it 
would if a high-end latex paint was used.”

Available in eggshell and semi-gloss 
sheens, plus custom-color matching, Nev-
erFade® is based on Kynar Aquatec®, an 
innovative platform of emulsions that are 
used to make premium water-based archi-
tectural coatings. Coatings formulated with 
these emulsions provide the same long-last-
ing durability, extreme weatherability and 

color-retention properties as Kynar 500® 
resin-based coatings for keeping paint-
ed building façades looking vibrant and 
appealing. They also resist fading, dirt, 
staining, algae, mold, fungal growth and 
corrosion, and can be applied to a variety 
of substrates.

Easy to Apply 
At the request of the homeowner, a warm, 
soft yellow custom color—NeverFade® 
Sanibel Sun—was created for the stucco 
façade of the residential property. Prior 
to the application of the topcoat, workers 
pressure-cleaned the entire exterior and 
applied a chalk sealer onto the stucco 
sidewalls. The contractor then used an 
airless sprayer to apply 45 gallons of the 
Kynar Aquatec®-based coating and then 
back-rolled it into the stucco profile.

“The high-performance coating was very 
user-friendly,” said Rooker. “It was only 
one component and had the ability to be 
spray-, roll- or brush-applied as needed. 
It also kept a nice wet edge, showed no 
roller marks and had a creamy, rich texture 
that makes application splatter-free.”

Long-Lasting Results, Proven
Performance
A recent examination of the Kynar 
Aquatec®-based coating on the Sanibel 
Island home found a total color difference 
of only 1 delta-E (ΔE) unit after eight years, 
considerably less than the parameters of 
the warranty issued by the paint manu-

facturer, which covers ΔE of 5 or higher. 
There were also no signs of chalking or 
coating degradation, and no mold or al-
gae growth on any area of the property.
While the NeverFade paint has reached 
an eight-year milestone, Kynar Aquatec®-
based coatings have been weathering 
in the field and in a Miami-based, natu-
ral-weathering testing site for more than 
18 years. In addition, the first-generation 
Kynar 500® technology has performed 
for more than 50 years in harsh UV-prone 
environments, with exceptional color reten-
tion.

“For us, it was all about low maintenance,” 
said Mickey Ciriello, owner of the Sanibel 
Island vacation property. “We used to 
have the property pressure-washed and 
repainted every three years, which can 
be very costly. The past eight years have 
saved us thousands of dollars, and our 
home looks beautiful.”
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The statements, technical information and recommendations contained herein are believed to be accurate as of the date hereof. Since the conditions and methods of use of the product and of the information referred to 
herein are beyond our control, ARKEMA expressly disclaims any and all liability as to any results obtained or arising from any use of the product or reliance on such information; NO WARRANTY OF FITNESS FOR ANY 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE, WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR ANY OTHER WARRANTY, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, IS MADE CONCERNING THE GOODS DESCRIBED OR THE INFORMATION PROVIDED HEREIN. 
The information provided herein relates only to the specific product designated and may not be applicable when such product is used in combination with other materials or in any process. The user should thoroughly 
test any application before commercialization. Nothing contained herein constitutes a license to practice under any patent and it should not be construed as an inducement to infringe any patent and the user is ad-
vised to take appropriate steps to be sure that any proposed use of the product will not result in patent infringement. See SDS for Health & Safety Considerations. Arkema has implemented a Medical Policy regard-
ing the use of Arkema products in Medical Devices applications that are in contact with the body or circulating bodily fluids: (http://www.arkema.com/en/social-responsibility/responsible-product-management/ 
medical-device-policy/index.html). 
Arkema has designated Medical grades to be used for such Medical Device applications. Products that have not been designated as Medical grades are not authorized by Arkema for use in Medical Device applications 
that are in contact with the body or circulating bodily fluids. In addition, Arkema strictly prohibits the use of any Arkema products in Medical Device applications that are implanted in the body or in contact with bodily 
fluids or tissues for greater than 30 days. The Arkema trademarks and the Arkema name shall not be used in conjunction with customers’ medical devices, including without limitation, permanent or temporary implantable 
devices, and customers shall not represent to anyone else, that Arkema allows, endorses or permits the use of Arkema products in such medical devices. It is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer of the medical device 
to determine the suitability (including biocompatibility) of all raw materials, products and components, including any medical grade Arkema products, in order to ensure that the final end-use product is safe for its end 
use; performs or functions as intended; and complies with all applicable legal and regulatory requirements (FDA or other national drug agencies) It is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer of the medical device to 
conduct all necessary tests and inspections and to evaluate the medical device under actual end-use requirements and to adequately advise and warn purchasers, users, and/or learned intermediaries (such as physicians) 
of pertinent risks and fulfill any postmarket surveillance obligations. Any decision regarding the appropriateness of a particular Arkema material in a particular medical device should be based on the judgment of the 
manufacturer, seller, the competent authority, and the treating physician. 
Kynar®, Kynar 500® and Kynar Aquatec®  are registered trademarks of Arkema Inc.
NeverFade® is a registered trademark of APV Engineered Coatings.
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