
WATER-BASED PVDF

610 NEWPORT CENTER CASE  STUDY

610 Newport Center Revitalized with 
Long-Lasting Façade Restoration Coating 
Spectacular makeover of Southern California office tower relies on Kynar Aquatec® 
PVDF resin-based topcoat to achieve long-term durability and service life in harsh 
coastal climate.

With breathtaking views of the ocean to the west 
and mountains to the south and east, life and 
business thrive at the 610 Newport Center in 
heart of Newport Beach, California. Sheathed 
in gray solar glass with aluminum-clad columns, 
this 274,000-square-foot Class A commercial 
building was designed by the architectural firm 
Skidmore, Owens & Merrill LLP and constructed 
by the Irvine Company in 1972.

After 45 years of service in extreme coastal cli-
mate conditions, the façade of the 18-story office 
tower was showing signs of extreme weathering 
and degradation. The Class 1 anodized alumi-
num finish was severely faded and there were 
significant shifts in the sheen of the panels. The 
owner wanted to revitalize the property’s exter-
nal appearance with a long-term, economical 
solution. During the restoration, it was of vital im-
portance to minimize disruption of the building’s 

high-profile tenants, which included mitigating 
odors and noise. 

Restoration Considerations  

Upon assessment of the building’s exterior by 
coating contractor Stuart Dean Company, the 
protective anodic finish of the façade’s aluminum 
was no longer thick enough to protect it from ul-
traviolet attack and water-borne corrosives. “We 
determined that the poor condition of the alumi-
num substrate could only be corrected by the 
application of a high-performance, field-applied 
protective coating to extend its service life,” said 
Rex Dean, global director of façade restoration 
at Stuart Dean. 

Project:
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Coating:
Neverfade® Façade Restoration 
Coating

Coating Supplier:
APV Engineered Coatings, Inc.

Coating Applicator:
Stuart Dean Company



Headquarters: Arkema France
420, rue d’Estienne d’Orves

92705 Colombes Cedex – France
Tel.: +33 (0)1 49 00 80 80
Fax: +33 (0)1 49 00 83 96

arkema.com

Arkema Inc.
900 First Avenue

King of Prussia, PA 19406
USA

Tel.: (+1) 610-205-7000
arkema-inc.com

A
rk

em
a 

Fr
an

ce
 - 

A
 F

re
nc

h 
“s

oc
ié

té
 a

no
ny

m
e“

, r
eg

ist
er

ed
 in

 th
e 

N
an

te
rre

 (F
ra

nc
e)

 T
ra

de
 a

nd
 C

om
pa

ni
es

 R
eg

ist
er

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
nu

m
be

r 3
19

 6
32

 7
90

N
A

-M
ar

co
m

 -v
sm

- 1
0-

20
18

  A
D

V#
20

19
-0

23

To meet the client’s needs for an ultradu-
rable, odor-free restoration, the project 
team recommended the application of a 
NeverFade® topcoat, which is backed by 
a 15-year warranty against color fading 
by APV Engineered Coatings. This water-
borne coating system meets SCAQMD 
Rule 1113 VOC limits in Southern Cali-
fornia for industrial maintenance coatings, 
with less than 100 grams/liter of VOCs.

With an expected service life of 30 
years, the NeverFade® product is based 
on Kynar Aquatec® PVDF emulsion, which 
provides similar long-lasting durability, 
extreme weatherability, and color-
retention properties as Kynar 500® resin-
based coatings. Premium water-based 
architectural coatings formulated with these 
emulsions also resist dirt, staining, algae, 
mold, fungal growth, and corrosion.

Coating Evaluations  

Prior to making a final decision on the 
coating system for the restoration, the 
building owner wanted to make a visual 
aesthetic comparison of the roller-applied 
Neverfade® product against a spray-
applied, two-component solvent-based 
product, which was covered by a limited 
10-year warranty. Color and finish 
aesthetics of the two mica-based coating 
products were the primary considerations 
during this phase of the evaluation process. 
The mock-up panels were 15 feet wide by 
5 feet tall. 
In a side-by-side comparison of the two 
coating products, the owner liked the 

look of the Kynar Aquatec® PVDF based 
Neverfade® finish and the fact that it was 
roller applied. Being close to the ocean 
with strong wind conditions, overspray 
was a liability concern as the building 
was surrounded by parking lots and malls. 
Taking into consideration the aesthetic 
results, the elimination of overspray and 
solvent odor concerns, and the extended 
warranty coverage, the building owner 
was convinced that the Kynar Aquatec®-
based Neverfade® coating was the best 
solution for the façade restoration.

Work Gets Underway

All materials and processes used in the 
restoration were selected not only for 
their high-performance qualities but also 
to maintain a high level of comfort and 
low-level of disturbance for the building 
tenants. Working from top to bottom on 
suspended scaffolding, the restoration 
team started the job by removing all joint 
sealants and clear protectant treatment on 
the building’s 82,000-square-foot façade. 
They then washed all surfaces to remove 
loose environmental contaminants and scuff 
sanded by hand the aluminum substrate 
to give it a 1.0 to 1.5 mil anchor surface 
profile. 
Once the aluminum façade was properly 
prepared, the coating crew roller applied 
APV’s waterborne W-1650 bonding primer 
at a dry-film thickness of 1.5 to 2.0 mils. As 
the final step in the process, the workers 
roller applied the Kynar Aquatec®-based 
NeverFade® topcoat at a dry film thickness 
of 2.0 to 2.5 mils. The restoration was 
completed over the course of 10 months. 

Stunning, Long-Lasting New Look 

With its newly revitalized exterior, the 
modern 610 Newport Center offers the 
very best of life, work, and luxury on the 
west coast.  Application of the water-based 
NeverFade® topcoat with Kynar Aquatec® 
resin enabled the service life of the façade 
to be extended by 25 to 30 years and 
eliminated odor nuisance concerns that 
come with using solvent-based coatings. 
Considering the environmental pressures 
that are put on the building with climate, 
humidity, dew point and salt air near the 
coast, the NeverFade® product’s 15-year 
warranty from the manufacturer offered 
significant cost saving advantages as well. 
“This extended  warranty coverage provides 
clients a 33% return on their investment 
when looking at the cost of the project 
over 15 years versus an industry standard 
warranty of only 10 years for field-applied 
fluoropolymer coatings systems,” said Chris 
Incorvaia, Stuart Dean’s national manager 
of facade restoration. 
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The statements, technical information and recommendations contained herein are believed to be accurate as of the date hereof. Since the conditions and methods of use of the product and of the information referred to 
herein are beyond our control, ARKEMA expressly disclaims any and all liability as to any results obtained or arising from any use of the product or reliance on such information; NO WARRANTY OF FITNESS FOR ANY 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE, WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR ANY OTHER WARRANTY, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, IS MADE CONCERNING THE GOODS DESCRIBED OR THE INFORMATION PROVIDED HEREIN. 
The information provided herein relates only to the specific product designated and may not be applicable when such product is used in combination with other materials or in any process. The user should thoroughly 
test any application before commercialization. Nothing contained herein constitutes a license to practice under any patent and it should not be construed as an inducement to infringe any patent and the user is ad-
vised to take appropriate steps to be sure that any proposed use of the product will not result in patent infringement. See SDS for Health & Safety Considerations. Arkema has implemented a Medical Policy regard-
ing the use of Arkema products in Medical Devices applications that are in contact with the body or circulating bodily fluids: (http://www.arkema.com/en/social-responsibility/responsible-product-management/ 
medical-device-policy/index.html). 
Arkema has designated Medical grades to be used for such Medical Device applications. Products that have not been designated as Medical grades are not authorized by Arkema for use in Medical Device applications 
that are in contact with the body or circulating bodily fluids. In addition, Arkema strictly prohibits the use of any Arkema products in Medical Device applications that are implanted in the body or in contact with bodily 
fluids or tissues for greater than 30 days. The Arkema trademarks and the Arkema name shall not be used in conjunction with customers’ medical devices, including without limitation, permanent or temporary implantable 
devices, and customers shall not represent to anyone else, that Arkema allows, endorses or permits the use of Arkema products in such medical devices. It is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer of the medical device 
to determine the suitability (including biocompatibility) of all raw materials, products and components, including any medical grade Arkema products, in order to ensure that the final end-use product is safe for its end 
use; performs or functions as intended; and complies with all applicable legal and regulatory requirements (FDA or other national drug agencies) It is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer of the medical device to 
conduct all necessary tests and inspections and to evaluate the medical device under actual end-use requirements and to adequately advise and warn purchasers, users, and/or learned intermediaries (such as physicians) 
of pertinent risks and fulfill any postmarket surveillance obligations. Any decision regarding the appropriateness of a particular Arkema material in a particular medical device should be based on the judgment of the 
manufacturer, seller, the competent authority, and the treating physician. 
Kynar®, Kynar 500® and Kynar Aquatec®  are registered trademarks of Arkema Inc.
NeverFade® is a registered trademark of APV Engineered Coatings.
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